[Angioplasty, coronarography and coronary artery bypass in France: a geographical approach].
There are major geographic disparities in the practice of coronary angioplasty and coronarography in France. Their study shows that the frequency of these procedures is linked to the density of private medical practice (cardiologist's offices or clinics). This is not observed as far as coronary artery bypass surgery is concerned. This indicates an induction effect from simply on demand. However, this cannot give indication on the pertinence of those acts since this induction effect may as well be beneficial to patients. Nevertheless, this study gives an insight to the regulatory authorities (Regional Health Agencies and the National "Direction Générale de l'Offre de Soins") which have to manage health care system performance on the basis of the principles set out and international guidelines so as to provide equal access for all to a quality healthcare system.